
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Modernisation of the e-asTTle assessment tool 

The e-asTTle assessment tool, owned by the Ministry of Education, is in need of modernisation. 

  

The 10,000 test questions need to be reviewed and refreshed to ensure they reflect the current 

Curriculum. A lot of work is required at the back end on the systems, the benchmarking and the 

coding, both to modernise the tool and make it easier to maintain in the future.  

 

The work will improve e-asTTle’s support for teaching and learning and ensure it continues to 

make a valuable contribution to student assessment for years one to 10. 

 

Substantial Investment is needed to do this work and we are seeking private sector support. We 

are looking for a supplier with a long-term commitment to e-asTTle who will become part-owner 

of the intellectual property and work with us over three years to modernise the tool. 

 

The Ministry will remain a part-owner of e-asTTle in the long-term, to ensure the links to the 

New Zealand Curriculum are sound and the tool continues to be available for New Zealand 

schools. 

 

We are introducing some enhancements in 2016 including an HTML interface for the student 

portal. We will provide you with more details on this later in the year. 

 

There is a possibility the supplier may want to charge for e-asTTle tests in the future. If so, the 

Ministry will be working to ensure any charge for e-asTTle is kept to a minimum. We will keep 

schools informed about this.  There is a charge for other assessment tools used by schools – 

the Progressive Achievement Test (PAT) for example.  

 

We will keep you informed on progress and the outcome of contract negotiations. 

 

The timeline for selecting a private sector supplier is as follows: 

» A request for proposal was posted on GETS 7 September 2015 

» Proposals from private sector suppliers close 16 October 2015 

» Discussions with applicants are expected to take a number of weeks 

» The Ministry expects to finalise a contract with a supplier in February 2016. 

 

 
  



 
 

Letter 2 
 

Questions and answers: 

 

Why is substantial investment required for e-asTTle? 

e-asTTle is one of the most powerful assessment tools in the world and it is highly valued. 

However, feedback from schools indicates that the technology and test questions need 

modernising. There are approximately 10,000 test items in e-asTTle; they need to be reviewed 

and updated to ensure they continue to deliver valid and reliable test results. The normalised data 

that contributes to e-asTTle reports needs to be reviewed and corrected. In addition, there haven’t 

been any major changes to e-asTTle technology since 2006-07. Test bank items can’t be easily 

edited and the technical systems need upgrading.  

How long will the work take? 

We will work with the supplier over three years to modernise the tool. Our intention is that there 

will be no change to availability while work is underway. Some improvements will be available 

next year. These will include an HTML interface for the student portal.  

Can schools be confident e-asTTle will remain on the market long-term? 

We are looking for a supplier with a long-term commitment to e-asTTle and we will remain a 

part-owner of e-asTTle in the long-term, to ensure links to the New Zealand Curriculum are 

sound and the tool continues to be available for New Zealand schools. 

What happens to student data? 

e-asTTle will remain a robust secure system. The Ministry are the stewards of the data; the data 

will remain with the Ministry.  

 
 
 


